A PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND GRAND
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
We are an international network of artists who came together through
Salzburg Global Seminar’s program “Conflict Transformation through Culture:
Peace-Building and the Arts” in 2014.
We the undersigned appeal to the President, Prime Minister and Grand
National Assembly of Turkey to review the case of Osman Kavala as a
matter of urgency.
We represent organisations and initiatives worldwide that seek to use culture
and the creative arts to improve understanding between different societies
and ways of life, and where possible to help resolve conflicts. We are nonpolitical. We all strive to remain loyal citizens of the countries we live in.
Osman Bey is an outstanding member of our community. He is a man of the
highest principle. He is scrupulously honest, rigorously truth-seeking,
brilliantly effective in everything he does, devotedly caring and magnificently
generous. Osman Bey not only represents the best of what we as an informal
group can offer; he is a wonderful ambassador for Turkish culture and for the
values of empathy, passion, justice, tolerance and human dignity that
characterise the Turkish way of life.
We collectively know Osman Bey well enough, as a person and through deep
knowledge of the details of his life, to be sure beyond any shadow of a doubt
that he has had absolutely no part whatsoever in activities intended to
undermine the Turkish state, its democracy or indeed its President.
Like the rest of us, Osman Bey is a loyal citizen of his country.
We can only imagine that his imprisonment is a mistake. If this is the case,
we beg you to look once again at the details of the accusations against him. If
this is a deliberate fabrication and falsification of evidence against Osman
Bey issuing from an interest group in Turkey or abroad, it is not only an act
hostile to an outstanding force for good in our world, but also an act of
hostility towards Turkey and everything that is noble in the Turkish way of life.
We wish to campaign for justice for Osman Bey in a manner that is respectful
and supportive to Turkey and its democracy.
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